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Dear Members and Friends of the Medieval Studies Group!

I trust that everyone has had a good spring, and is enjoying a restful summer. A number of
developments will be touched upon in this newsletter, including the last two meetings of
SEEMSG, preliminary plans for the November 1997 meeting, conference announcements,
and other items of interest (e.g., some recent publications relevant to the field). May I ask
all members who have e-mail to provide their electronic addresses at their convenience
(these can be e-mailed to me: smp@st-andrews.ac.uk), If you have recent publications,
announcements, or other items of interest that you would like to have mentioned on these
pages, please feel free to send them in!

November 1997 Meeting of SEEMSG. The next meeting of SEEMSG will take
place on Saturday, 15 November in London. The venue and list of speakers are currently
being arranged, and will be published in a bulletin (not a full newsletter) well before the
meeting takes place, probably before the end of August.

BASEES News. At the BASEES Committee meeting held on 14 April in Cambridge it
was decided that BASEES would commit £150+ per year to support postgraduate
participation at conferences or to assist in the costs of inviting a speaker from abroad to our
meetings. The maximum sum considered for any one bid will be £500, although this large
a sum is not likely to be available on a regular basis. This is welcome news indeed; if any
member of SEEMSG would like to suggest a way in which to use these funds for the
current session (either the November meeting or the spring meeting([s]), please submit your
suggestions to Dr Lindsey Hughes at the School of Slavonic and East European Studies,
University of London (Senate House, Malet Street, London WCIE 7HU).

Spring Meeting of SEEMSG. The spring 1997 meeting of SEEMSG was held on 15
March, Trinity College, Cambridge University; the papers presented at this meeting were as
follows: '

Mikhail Robinson: 'Problema interpretatsii ‘slova o polku Igoreve'
Summary:

Adoxknaan MA.PobuHcoHna «IIpo6sieMa HHTepnpeTaldd 'CjaoBa o
NoNKy HWropese' Obll TIOCESINEH HEKOTOPHIM CITODHBIM MpobiaeMaM B
H3yueHHd 'CioBa’ B KOHUEHTPHUPOBAHHOW (opMe OTpasHBIIMMCS B
BbimeAme B 1993 r. «3HUMKIONEAMHM 'CJOBa O MOJAKYy HMropeee'». 3roT
3aMeuyaTesIbHbIH BO MHOTHX OTHOWEHWAX TpyA BoGpan B cefs moAarisioumee




GOJBMMHCTEBO TOJKOBaHMH TEKCTa MPOM3BeAeHU . [IPHHIWIIKAJIBHO BaXXHbIM
OJisl MOHUMaHKWs 'CloBa' SIBJSIETCS BOIPOC O COOTHOIEHUH WUCTOPHUECKHX
CBeJIeHMI, coJepxamuxca B 'CicoBe' €O CBHAETENAbCTBAMH  MHBIX
WCTOPUUECKUX HCTOUHMKOB. B psile parMeHTOR cBeAeHUst 'CioBa’ He
COOTBETCTBYIOT JIETOOWCHBIM JaHHBIM, WJM JaBaeMblé B HEM OIlleHKU
COGBITUH TIPAMO TIPOTHBOIIOJOXHB., CTaBWIME TPAaAWLIKOHHBIMH TOTILITKH
MMONpaBUTL ABTOpa 'CioBa’, NOAOTHATL €r'o  OLEHKH K JIETONHMCHBIM

HElMpaBOMEDHBl, OHH BeAYT K HCKaXEHHI0 CMBICIA. Tak, B Hayke
YKOpEeHuJIach TPaKTOBKa (parMeHTa TexkcTa: 'BopHca ke BsiuecnaBauua
cjlaBa Ha CcyAb TIpuUBefe.., 3a obuay  OJroBy...'  TMOJHOCTHIO

BOCTIPOU3BOASINAS] HEMATUBHVIO OLIEHKY, JaHHYIO JIETOMHCLIEM. JieTOMHUCeL]
HE TOJIbBKO KOHCTAaTHPOBaJ, UTO 'TepRoe ybuma Bopuca cbiHa Bauecnapiis,
MOXBAJUBILIAIOCS BEAMM ', HO KU OTMeuaJl, UTO 'BOT ropAbIMb MPOTHRUTCH... .
Ha camMoM Jese HeT HWKAaKMX OCHOBaHHH JAJSI OTOXJECTBJIEHHSI OLIEHOK
ArTopa u netomnucua. CreayeT Gosble obpaumaTh BHUMaHHe He Ha MHEHUS
JIETOITMCLIA O KOHKPETHBIX KHA3bSAX, a Ha obmue AJis BCEX HOPMBI H TIpaBUJia
MEXKHSDKECKMX OTHOWEHUH, OCBSIEHHBIE XPUCTUAHCKOW Mopanbl. Tak,
NOTHOHYTh '3a O0UAY' - OMMH M3 caMbiX HOCTOWHBLIX TIOJBUI'OB, 3aHWMATb
YyKOH 'CTON' HeNb3s, a HAPYIUTE KPecToLie/oBaHue' IIPEeCTYITHO,

He BBIAEDXUBAECT YaCTO KPWTUKH W DPaspblBAOIUR KOHTEKCT NPAMGH
WCTOPUUECKUI, reorpaduueckuit U OUONOTHUECKMH KOMMEHTapuy. 3ajaua
COBPEMEHHOI'C UCCJENOBAHHUSI COCTOMT B M3YUEHUM JHUTEPaTYPHBIX
TpPUEMOM ABTOpPa M COOCTBEHHO JIMTEPATYPHOH MPHUPOAB OJHOTO U3
BBIJAOMAXCS MPOU3BEAEHHH PYCCKOro CpeIHEBEKOBhLSL.

M. PoBuHCcoH

Lidia Sazonova: Simeon Polotskii's 'Vertograd mnogotsvetnyi’

Summary:

B nmoknage JIH.CazoHobo# «CuMeoH IlonoTuUkUH: Beprorpaa
MHOTOLBETHRIH », NPHYPOUEHOM K BBIXOLY B CBET MEPBOTO TOMa M3
TPEXTOMHOI'O HW3JaHHsT BHIAWIIETOCS! MaMSTHHKA PYCCKOI'C MO3THUECKOIO
popokko XVII B., paccMaTpHBAKTCSH KJIKUEBBIE MOMEHTB HCTOPHH €rO
CO3JaHHUA H AMHAMIKA TEKCTa OT MEepPBOHA4YaJbHOI'O BapHaHTa B aBTOorpade
yepeld INMPpOMEXYTOUHBIH CIIHCOK K OKOHUATENLHON peJakuuu B TapaJHoH
PVKOIHCH, TEKCT KOTOPOH MOJIOKEH B OCHOBRY M3JaHWA., ONLIT U3YUYEHHA
TBOpUECKOH HCTOpHM BeprTorpaga ybexJaeT B TOM, UTO aBTOPCKas
pykonuch 0GapoyHOro TIIPOM3BEAEHUSI € €erc uacTo MNpPUXOTJHBOH
opraHusalyed TEKCTa U MHOTOCOCTABHOM KOMIIO3HLUUEN 3aCHYKHBAET TO'O,
yToOBl TOAUEPKHYTb €€ TEPBOCTENEHHOE 3HaueHHEe /[JISi MNOHWMAaHHUS
reHesdca TekcTa, 0oJsee TOJHOTO BLISIBJEHHWST TMOTOKOB H HWCTOUHHKOB
BepTtorpasa, peKOHCTPYKIHHM  I[IO3THUUECKOM  JIOTHMKH  TIPOW3BEACHHS,
VSACHEHHUA €ro KOHUENTYAaJbHOI'O coAepXaHwusi U (popMbl. B MHCHOBLIX
ClHMCKaX CTUXH pacnoJoXeHsl B COOTBETCTBHH C  3aMBICJIOM IIO3Ta B
anpaBMTHOM NOPAJKE HX Ha3BaHHWH., B aBTorpade CTUXHM UMTAOTCS HHAUE:
3gech ropasgo OTUYETJHBEE COOTHECEHHOCTb KaXJAOTO OTHENLHOIO
CTUXOTBOPEHHS ¢ [eJbIM, o0pasyiolMiM AYXOBHOE €JWHCTBO KHMIH.
BepTorpan Hesb3s NOHATH BHE ABTOrpada, BHE €ro UACHHO-TEMaTHUECKUX
HKJIOB, OCHOBAHHBIX Ha KOHTEKCTYaJIbHBIX CBH3fX, KOTOPLIE B CBOIO
ouepedb, SIBJASAKIOTCA YacTo, KaK YCTAHOBUJ A XHINHCAM (CM. €Tro0




KOMMEHTapHii B  H3JaHWH), BOCIPOH3BEJEHHEM  COOTBETCTBYIOUHX
KOHTEKCTOB H3 TIDOU3BEJECHHUI 3aMaJHOERPOIIEHCKHX aBTOPOB, B UACTHOCTH,
nporoBe/ieil MaTies dabepa.

[lepBoe HAYUHO-KPUTHUECKOEe M3JaHHE CTUXOTBOPDHON KHUTM CHMeOHa
MoJOLKOre C PAa3HOUTEHHSIMH IO BCEM DPYKOIUCSM OTKDLHIBAET HOBLHIE
HayUHble IEPCMEKTHBBl AJS AANbHEHIIEro H3y4YEHUS UCTOUHHUKOB TEKCTA,
S3bIKA T103Ta, TOT'O, UTO NPHHSTO HAa3blBaTh <«TBOPUECKOH JgafiopaTopHei»
(pabGoTa aBTOpa ¢ cOBCTBEHHBIM TEKCTOM M yuacTue CHAbBecTpa MeaBe/eBa
B KauecTBe peJakTopa CTHXOB CBOEro YUMTEJS), [OITHKH PYCCKOTO
JMTEpaTypHOro 6apokKKo.

J1. CazoHOBa

Ekaterina Dimitrova: 'The Semiotic Background of the Glagolitic Script'

Summary:

On the methodological principle of the open continual semiosis the article has
established the implicit structure of meaning of the Glagolitic signs in the Indo-
European areal.

The similarity of the conclusions fo the independent studies of 1. Gulubov and N,
Rastogy, respectively on Glagolitsa and on Brahmi, are examined together and
developed as a starting model for further investigation. Following the significant
figurative similitude of the two scripts, the article discuss their geometric prototype as
an intercultural phenomenon after the Platonic/Pythagorean and the Vedic concept of
Geometric figures as universal archetypes.

The Mediaeval approach to the Geometric Universals is used to explain the
symbolic consistency of the Glagolitic script, and the established symbolic net is further
coordinated with their philosophical and archetypal meaning. As a test to the adopted
methodological principle of continual semiosis, a further proof is being sought through
a comparative examination of the old Bulgarian Runic script. The conformation of the
results opens another comparative stratum - on a phonological level - and the findings
are significant for the study of the neglected original Bulgarian culture.

The conclusions are a contribution to the identification of the Indo-European origin
of the Bulgarian Runic script, and consequently - to the Bulgarian origin of some
unique Bulgarian phonemes in contrast to their Slavonic counterparts (SHT, and A).
The established system of symbolic, phonetic and graphic integrity of the three
examined scripts is seen suggestive for the acknowledgment of family relations of the
Indo-European scripts, similar to those of the languages they served. The probable
awareness of the IE graphematic and symbolic network by Konstantin-Kyrill has been
used purposely and creatively to contribute to its immanent consistency. Being viewed
here as an open net, the study, parallells some modern concepts, like that of the
Universal Grammar. !

E. Dimitrova

(Secretary's Note: the content and form of these summaries have not been altered in
any way by the Secretary of SEEMSG)

BASEES Conference. The Group had a panel at this year's BASEES conference, on
Saturday 12 April (also in Cambridge), entitled "What's New in Old Russian Studies?'.
Speakers were:




Simon Franklin (on Kievan Rus')
Lindsey Hughes (on Muscovite history and culture)
Faith Wigzell (on literary studies)

A bibliography accompanying the talk by Lindsey Hughes is enclosed with this newsletter.

Publications.

The most recent issue of Zeitschrift fiir Slawistik is devoted to 'Slavia Orthodoxa',
with numerous articles falling within the domain of Slavonic Medieval
Studies

Anthony Hippisley, and Lidia Sazonova, Simeon Polotsky, Vertograd
Mnogocvétnyj, Vol. 1, Kéln: Bohlau, 1996. Vol. 2 (of 3) is completed and
will probably appear in 1998

David Frick, Meletij Smotryc'kyj, Harvard Ukrainian Research Institute. 1995

Stefan M Pugh, Testament to Ruthenian: a Linguistic Analysis of the Smotryc’kyj
Variant, Harvard Ukrainian Research Institute. 1996

John Sullivan, "Observations on the Language of an Eighteenth-century Song-book
from Ostrogozhsk", in Festschrift for Professor C.L. Drage, edited by Ian
Press, London: QMW. 1996.

(See also 'Enclosures’ below)

SEEMSG Website.  Apologies for the delay; the SEEMSG homepage is under
construction. Members, especially those with e-mail (as speed is helpful), are encouraged
to tell me if they have particulars that they wish to be included on it, especially links to
related subjects/sites.

Financial Statement. As of 15 July, SEEMSG had a balance of £977.98 in its
account. Members who have not yet paid their 1997 subscription are encouraged to do so;
please send cheques in the amount of £3 to:

Dr Stefan M Pugh Tel: 01334 462 953
Department of Russian Fax: 01334 462 959
University of St Andrews . E-mail: smp@st-andrews.ac.uk
St Andrews, Fife KY16 9AJ
Scotland
Enclosures: 1) Some Recent Books on Pre-Mongol Rus'
2) Conference Announcement (Jaroslavl', September-October, 1998)

3) 'What's New in Old Russian Studies?' (a select bibliography,
1987-97, compiled by Lindsey Hughes)




